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J. R. Graves—California Baptist Brethren

Thisisan excellent explanation as to
why Circular Letters were popularly used in
Baptist Associations—RWC

From The Baptist History Homepage

Editor's note: David Spencer in
his The Early Baptists of Philadelphia, says:
"It was customary on the part of the Associa-
tion to send back to the churches a short cir-
cular letter containing a genera statement of
the meeting that had been held, and urging to
faithfulness to Christ, to the church, and in
developing any special matter of great im-
portance. The first of these we have given us
wasin 1729. . . . From this excellent epistle,
the first of the kind extant in this country,
has sprung the various styles of circular let-
ters now furnished in our different Associa-
tional meetings." — jrd (Jim Duvall)

Note:

J. R. Graves came to California 1878/79
and circulated among several churches of the
State holding Revivals and special meetings.

In his perusal of the printed material he
returned to Tennessee with, this was the only
charge he reported (from a 1856 Minute Book of
the San Francisco Baptist Association) when he
wrote Old Landmarkism: What it Is—RWC

16 OLD LANDMARKISAM

publicly advocated the policy of strictly and consistently carrying
out in our practice those principles which all true Baptists, in all
ages, have professed to believe. Be this as it may, one thing is
('r-rl:;.‘n]}' true, no man in this century has suffered, or is now
suffering, more than myself “in the house of my friends,” for a
rigid maintenance of them,

In 1846 pulpit affiliations, union meetings, receivin% the
immersions of Pedobaptists and Campbellites, and inviting Pedo-
baptists, as “evangelical ministers,” to seats in our associations
and conventions, even the Southern Baptist, had become, with
but few exceptions, general throughout the South, At the North
not cnly all these customs, but inviting Pedobaptist preachers to
assist in the ordinations, and installations, and recognitions of Bap-
tist ministers, was quite as common. I have noticed that in some
of these meetings Universalist, if not Unitarian ministers affiliated,
and delegates were appointed by Baptist associations to meet
Pedobaptist associations and Methodist conferences. A glance at
my file for 1856 notes this action by a California association:

“Delegates of fraternal courtesy were also appointed, as fol-
lows: Bro. Brierly to the Congregational Association of California;
Bro. Saxton to the Methodist Conference, North: and Bro. Shuck to
the Methodist Conference, South.”

Baptist papers made a glowing, pleasing record of all these
inconsistencies without a note of disapproval.

At this writing, January, 1880 — and I record it with profound
gratitude — there is only one Baptist paper in the South, of the
sixteen weeklies, that approve of alien immersion and pulpit af-
filiation (“The Religious Herald”), while already #wo papers in
the Northern States avow and advocate Landmark principles and
practice. I do not believe that there is one association in the whole
South that would today indorse an alien immersion as seriptural
or valid, and it is a rare thing to see a Pedobaptist or Campbellite
in our pulpits, and they are no longer invited to scats in our as-
sociations and conventions anywhere South.

The heavy drift of sentiment throughout the whole South,
and the “Great West” and Northwest, is strongly in favor of Bap-
tist churches doing their own preaching, nrd):,aiuing, baptizing,
and restricting the participation of the Supper to the members of
the local church celebrating it.

With these statements, before the reader forms an opinion,
a fair and impartial consideration of these chapters is entreated.
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

FOURTH

ANNUAL MEETI'N G

I _ 5 THE ELEMENTS OF RELIGIOUS POWER,
SACRAMENTO VALLEY

| BAPIIST ASSOCIATION

HEEG Wi T

Dzar Britikex—

That was no unmeaning or insignificant curiosity whieh prompied the treachercus
wife of Samzon to exeleim, imploringly, ** Tell me, I pray thee, whereln thy greét
strength listh,” Failing and baffled in all her previous attempts to control the giant
strength of the strong man. she saw that ber only hope of success was in discovering the
sowrces of his mysterious power. Her ressoning ¢nd her philoeophy were right, al
though vile and dishonorabls her motives. Wiser, far, are the ehildren of this world
often found, thac the childven of light. DMighty, indeed, in the wisdom of appliances,

B i — by ! and in the elements of power, is the glorious gospel which we possess, but too often,
& SEPTEMBER, 8-10, 1860, f

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SACRAMENTO,

| alas! we cither cverlook or mistake the grand sourees of its sucesssful achievements.
; : ] Sometimes, indeed, in the glowing exercize of prayer and fuith, wa feel the seeret, silent
———— impress of our veligion, and realize freshened convietions of the power of ifs certain

Teyat FIS) R e . +
Rev. 7. LEWIS SHUGK. .. os oo ioreovovsrss Mioderstor, sdvencement ; but, like Bamson, sacyificiig the wonders of his etrength to his love of

Rev. H. B RHEES, ... - Blark. woman—our Fieldings to the love of the world, chill our warmest religions impulses,
R TR o e R B R e e e Treasurer, i Ly : ) .
N smothiar onr convictions, weaken ¢ur fuith, and we find ourselves boand hand and foot
Daa i to the pillars of expediency by the withes and ecrds of worldly wisdom and human pel-
i iey. Nor is it enongh to know clearly wherein our strengih lies, but it is of the lasi
importance that we make the right application of these elemente, when we ones aseer.
tain what they sruly are.  “ If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them,”
Literary power finds its successful elements in assiduous spplication, culiivated intel.
leet apd o refined taste, Hcientific power marshals her effective elements of thorough
research, enreful analysis and accurate details. Mechanical power is constantly devel.
oping ler wonderful results, because her elements are a knowledge of forees, adjnstment
of parts, and tha absence of attrition, The clements of philosophical power are found
in a truthfol basis, consistent argument and skiliful arrangement. If all these compra-
hensive powers have moving eauses and controlling prineiples prompting to wise aetion
and guiding to suecsssful issnes, surely our Religion, more momentuously important than
2]l else on earth beside, possesses elements for its own effective dissemination and for ibs
¢wn largest successes. By Religious Elements, T have reference to those means, appli-
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Jehu Lewis Shuck Born in Alexandria, Virginia, September 4, 1812, the second son of
Frederick Shuck and Elizabeth (Bogan) Shuck. Both of his parents were bornin Alexandria.
Reverend Lewis Shuck attended the John Spotts School at Lewisburg, Virginia (now West
Virginia). Later he studied at the Virginia Baptist Seminary. He received the honorary
degree of A.M. from Richmond Collegein 1851.

In his youth he was present at a missionary meeting at which contributions were solicited.
He had no money to give, but he put a card in the collection plate. On that card was written
one word: “Myself.” In 1835 while a student at the Virginia Baptist Seminary, Mr. Shuck
Courtesy FBC—Sacramento [Continued on page 3]
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anges #0d insirnrentalities, which, by seeuricg the Disiuc blessing sre rendered wfoct-
ne} 1n the sncerssful prosecniion of the canse of the Lovd Jesus  Bub whet ere the Ela-
mente of Tellglons Power ! T will mention some of them, There are :

1, Grsvren ConvREReioN,

3. Cougon OwusaNiearion,

8, Coxsies? Ceazavind of Crorcs Mzwoire,

4, Chuscy Drsstenias

5, Ax Leamceiroat Lreeeatom

6. A Bemmercar Mmrey. . :

Ta these importank topies, I can of course only give a brief disensdon. I regret,
indeed, that time will vot allow we to go fully into them sll,

1 Gmavms Uerveesion. That fendaraental feature which cansea Christisnity €o
rigs up ju palpable sod warked contrast to every other religion of the world, is that it
is preseminently a religion of the Aeart, Man'’s head is generally right—his convictionn
mainly trus, and lits hoeet opinions ok the whele fuicly correct.  The great difficnlty
whith him is that his Azeef ia wrong  His fallan naturs, hig fearfs] depravity, his sinful
bent are nil proven and ilustinied by Vs practieal trapsgrassions. Unless this iz per-
sopally and individually ksown and f2lt there will be no frue vepemtance, aod where
there is no trte repentanca there will be no true fuith, where thera is no true faith thera
will be no genvine eonsersian. Thiz gennine ennversion—heing bore agein—lecomicg
a naw ereature—hovn fram above, is the work of the Hely Bpirit, following true repenf‘
anes and preceding baptism, A risteke Lhery wi be fatsl to the whole Cheistian life,
and fatal, too, to the eteranl foterests of the soul.  Let the present fourteen thausand
irreligious Decksiiders, wha, ones Baptise In other lands, have cums to this fabled region
of gold, lenving their veliglon hebind them, bear awlft sed terrible testimony bo the large
npeonverted alement which even Baptist churches, by ungoarded elackness may gather
igto ther folds,  And whai s mighty eleient of Helizious Power, under (God, would
g0t thass funrtecn thousand be 4o our struggling, yet rising Zion iz Cofifurnia, had they
all heen subjeciz of geonine eonversion hy the Holy Ghest before their baphism, In-
epired with the zeal snd prineiple of true Christan Baptiets, they would Lave been,
whey veneilng thiz far off land, like Alrabam, the Futher of the faithful, when he left
his Chpldean home, who, whersver he wendered, sel up an alwe for the Lord God, My
trethres, lat e guard this poist with o care and with an anxicty comunessurata with
the responsibility whish the eolemaity and thes importanee of the subject involves, I
speals ndvisedly. Pain and sowrew have pressed my beart, whee iu iy recent travels T
heve grosead the irsck of declaimers {not Bapelsts, 1 rejolos do :my) who are mot only
sidienling tha grand svangelieal doectrine of convarsion, but are boldly and eaeriligiously
imimersicg waecnverted men and woman in the name of the Lord.  Tat cur tongues,
my brathran, cleave to the roufs of our rmonihs, and el onr right buads forget thoir
emoniog, rather than procounee e sacred beptismal formule over suy single human
being who does nob fivet give us evidenes of genaine conversion,

4, Cacgon Oreaxizatiny,  Persons genvinely converled ond then burled with Christ
in bapﬁsm, on a public profeseion of their fith, ave tha only proper material for & reg-
ular Chareh ovganization. And Chorch ergenizalions composed of soel sonverted and

ninkes agaioet the gullt eed wickednoss of man,  The rmemlers ave o be Heely stonas;
ight of the world ped che male of the earth; and & chorch thus eazstitcted, be 1t
o tae work of redemption, sxd so element
wtnity o the edis uf saimts, iz instrocding che yeung, in
1 Lboes who wre withoud, and In epreadiog the kzowledge of salvn

Gud nevse designed bis prople to lve seattzred end alone, nut-
ul bres uf & cborsh crgnmissiion .I{J."-‘x EVETY wa'- In Califorzis,

tias 1o resiuns
aide of she o

P L

thaimrel

instunees, boeans: nFn:rl‘n-'m?r“i 'Jr—vm-.;-n]nr]f »I’Irr al, yen
¢ churches, They have, howersr, genemadly, soon fullen 1o
pias, froon Hie wei 'I b of thsir owe bed meterlal sod ireegalerities,  What wi pejuivd
& this 7emy tne, in wany importunt Joealities in t2is Jand, is the orgualzstion of mera
Churchia—regular old Glisued Eaptise Churches, firmly selntalniag the enfiinching
principien of vuz feith snd peselive, untempted by all Bandishing afers of Tndon, nn-
inflocnce
organizations at 21l Tict a elghty elesuent of Beligious Power hovs regulnr Doptist
Churches brez for cow neurly ihose vinelsvy 2enlocies. “We ackoowledge” saye the
eldar Besolier, © that the fice of evangeien! trish was beopt bersivg (o Bopfisl Churches
whiln on the alters of gur Coogrepetionalis: bedies thrcghont New Rogla mi._ S el
wall wigh besn sxtivgoished by the repid edvancecent of Ueiterian coron® Rvery
Clhamels, ther ized upen regular Dapsist prizeiples and polity w1, with 1h.
Lord's Bane . pruve no efeetive Rlement of Raliglons Puwer.

L]

5

by all peoposals of astpromis,  Osher then theee, better hove zo choveh

3 Coveuereyr Cuoansorea or Coavees dMowaces,  This iv o delioats, §

tent palar, Lo the elie

& minst impoc-
ve worsizg of tha element of csuroh wrianizstivn, the whole
sther, The spiriteal wdilics put dogether
reeiva sypancatey of the whole enc only be pre-
»m-hf'l Iny ii.n womelent w \lk !-I!J EOLYIrSA

hedy, -..)- The.:

tiom of tha lndicidual mersbara  And wost

tiore robe celigion of its pow
the pastor, and dims the lgh
members ¥ Talling in, samst!
bnean, amd in reply to my ing
arntad that 11 was oot voly low, Lot remarked that the ehemeter of et of bis cwn
preple wae such ag to Ceprive the polpir of its wsnal power sod «Baleuey. He sased
her, that I Goew pot cze male mombor of ble charmb but whas the sommurity
weralil bring some eharge of inconsistensy agolnst, and cocmeguestly be Jigked the ofla-
engn of that morsl pewer nrising foom high-toned Cheleeien choraoter, which be had
right to cxpeet from church members,  Oftan, indeed, & happens that she ot faithful
efurls of the miziery are rond afTer Ly toe ineonsissent lives of the avowsd
rist. [murt conlt spoeifionttins, Bt while esob thizge exist, all heopes
1o sieurs this «lemect of religions powar f2am (%e chareter of Churek members, ara
trepind io the dust. On the other Zend, whe osn éstfunte the oatgelog Inflnancs of
anrefi] plely, techewing cuaformity 40 the workd, e maxin: ond i sllerements, e
rulion with the ministry, punctos. cuad an divine servicss o felthfol Siecdaigy of
withis the shurvk and ous Lo the world, with daily efferings ot tha farily altar,
Heed inflavmos would ilustrace thiz aloment of power to whiek [ refir, 12 all i% beamty

Appdes the evergy of Lhe sy, ties ke hoeds of
o thigreh thaa the Sucoceistzcey end slns of ¢horoh
2. in wy travely, wich o minister of ancthar Jeoon-
riea touching she stule of religion in his region, be

L

fellewere of O

and serlpic effectivenass,

baptized believers are in aceordancs with our gacended Lord's own appeintment, and de
slgrad by him as menumeanls of the merey and goodness of God, and for perpetual wils

[Continued from page 2]
was accepted by the Baptist Triennial Convention as a missionary to China, being the first American Baptist missionary to that
country. He did Foreign Mission work in China from 1836 to 1853. For ten years he worked in Macao and Hong Kong under the
Boston Board of the Baptist Triennial Convention. He organized at Hong Kong on May 5, 1842, the Queen’s Road Baptist Church
with five members. This was the first Protestant Church in China. During the rest of his service in China he worked in Canton and
Shanghai under the auspices of the Southern Baptist Convention. In Shanghai he built a chapel and organized a Baptist church.
While at Shanghai he trandated ten tracts into the Chinese language. From 1854 to 1861 Mr. Shuck was engaged in Domestic
Mission work in California, being the first missionary appointed to the Chinese in that State. During this term of service with the
Chinese Mission in California, he built a chapel in Sacramento, organized the first Chinese church on the American Continent, and
edited a Baptist newspaper. His first convert in California was Wong Min, who became a successful native preacher in Canton,
China. In 1861 Mr. Shuck gave up missionary work and moved to South Carolina, where he was pastor, until his death, of Steel
Creek and Blackville Churches in that State. Married September 8, 1835, Henrietta Hall, the oldest daughter of Reverend Addison
Hall of Kilmarnock, Lancaster County, Virginia. They were married by the Reverend Henry Keeling. Two days after their wedding
these two young people were solemnly appointed for their work in China at a service held in the First Baptist Church of Richmond.
Mrs. Henrietta (Hall) Shuck, who was the first American woman missionary to China, died in Hong Kong on November 27, 1844,
[Continued on page 4]
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4. Cuoeen Deerware.  This i3 nat oy 8o ioportact end perent alement of malie
glous puwer, bk o distoely sppuinted gunsdizn orgal over the very pudiy of the
chuzshesof the Leod Jeoug, The voiee of the great Fead of the Church evizee in us-
mislakes lonee of suthoritative commend, nping to tha comantead ehurchee, ' Vil awsy
from smong Fou that wickad peson”  And bhow porfect i= bl Jow Did dowz io Mas-
thew 15, oo this snbject, The gantos of mwan oould neser devies or Srmne o Jaw w0 thos=
oughly and entirely sdapted Lo keeg the uhareh purs by preventing hesrt burnings rod
dissensicns, and by sesnring genevsl Bapmony aod Individeal jusliee. No ehizreh ghonld
dare to mtertaln 4 singls case of disoipline sutll the livst sbeps in thi divin: low of the
choreh ba pravionely eomplied with, Bul verilly bave our ehorehvs been remuss in dan-
gurctiely delwyiog wo denl with delizquect cuembere,  The fizet stepa, 3 procptly taken,
right smve disgrass Lo Lhe ckosoh vod roin fo the wayword, But o positive duty omit.
wed, wa find pereca’s netnes on our ckurah books of whese lives, and others whese dos
trines it would be & shame te speak.  The diviee commend is not o keep company with
such, 20, not even to cat with them, And whele
chureh =y poasss, where these nurcloked evlls eo

e aay ba the othae slsments of preera
to ex'st, she wonrs o staln on

b hrow, Tosas the respect of the wurld, 55 sbarn of ber sleength, and mcs lnevitehly
dasliog and fall sndar the hidinge of she Londs eonutesanes,

6, As Evasueriost lorzsarurs  'Tae powes of Lhe prees who ono estiate? And
the elesvent of religioss pewar emsnsting from ke wide Gmsemivalivs of noevengelicay
Literatuns so hardly be cversated.  Bat [ cannos pow diseuss (L1 very impertont posi-
tien. Cuz people are evidetly s rending people, but I do net beliera that as a general
thing. tkay ore readers of Inzge sized volumes  Larpe volomes, indeed bewe 1hele plases,
but I give it as wa expresivc of deliberats eonvicdon thut the prest liternzy chjzed to
which Bnptist ckuseher shonld ni prese=t boed their speeinl attendies, es for s che press
ia copgerned, 1 to tha elrenlation of small hocks end newspapers eontainlagy ths clmrest

o
¥

nud most evaugelion] exbubitions of the work of rederplon and embodptng the fillest
onid most eneompromigiog views of sceiptural felth end prectice, as haid by eor denom-
inatinz. The Duptist elawezt iz litembure complates i evengeiie] “charnotar, end
without this Dartist fertore al] svongalical litemalure will be pesitively defeetivs g2 an
element of pesmancot religlons power, Time would fail e Lo speak of 00 eryliogused
of n College, Female Semicaries of & 2igh grade, aod of & Thaolegleal school entiad to
anp prosent wenls T leave thls Jusge and izvitiog sheme slinest uotouched aod proesed
o my Jaat palst,

6. A Bemtvuss Momsvey, 1 of cotrss Sanet ander estimate any kicd of wizisterial
lenruing, for it Lss beeu to s watlsr of sicndlng mertifmtion that some of cur goed
and expallant hrethren wiho prench, seem determived 10} te sdranes 25 5o far os to w2
thate own lawgoepa with comzem eomectness sut Ju & comincy sree monzer. Hes
whal wé wontabore evervtbing oee in our chahes and In ecr mizisrr is sle juner
soul Life of the gospel,  Wealth, mere humna irficense and phydaal feilitles have in
almeat arery oge sines the loucdasivn of Chelsaianity, been relied cpou by even the
Tewt Pllowars of Chris for sueess.  * Have sry of the Fuilers belisved ez Him § was
& signifisant inquriy whivh hes fonrd . illustzalivo o weary contory af the Christing
ers.  Bub all kistory proclaima chas cften wheee (hese elements azd reacurved conild e
commanded st will, ony cansa has failed ; and o the othar hand the mest sigonl itiuiophe
of Chriatinaity oz recory, bave bean recared in 2o tolal abwencs of them all. Eves

24

erder, eroditlon, brilllant tslents ond izdisputable trath bisalf wili sot seet the cass.
As some writer bas sid, erder in Chrisdapity moy be compared to the heaes, Hpaments
nod slkic of the human bady, talents nod leacniog to the braln, end troth to the bloed:
Now all thess importast alemants muy sxiil, and yon may sill hove s pamlytic, yeo,
a duad coreass, & bemikless eorpee,  Tes, soonethlug wrs, indeed, we want—n higher
element we demand, that earzies with it oo unmistzaken powar, aad that slement is ife,
epiritnal Fifz—be Iatent theobbing pulsatioza of o lictng being  And while I do not
deny the ueelaloes of lemnn applisnces, azd the imporast dgnidaney of ontwand
trame-wark In the rompletion af she raligious sirseturs, yet oil these lie in the teem.
bling chuins ef poralreis or the ehilling ropulsivenass of silence and death, withont the
warimer impuises of the iozer life, the outhresthizgs of thnt living spirit within, which
has avary whore and b all Gines pone forth an an element ol ndumitsbds powes wod of
trinmphaot pecees Tlaw was bt with the srly heralds of waleatlon, steponl as they
werw of all earthly substonee and worldly influenee ! Rond ond sea  Thay tardied at
deciwlem o by sadu=d with power from oo kigh, Oh ! my breckran, what wos the el
mant of that powar for which theee very first ministera of pur ascended Loed waited
thruugh the awful silence of theae mysterious ten days? Fon shall besr, They wers
all, we nretold, in the besnsifl spicit of hurmnu:r. with one azeord o one place, n-ud the
stilinars uf that Fancful silemewe being braken by e shnkings of o reshing, mighty wind,
they were ull (led with the Holy Ghost! Havs wan the first development of an ala-
rzent of apleilual wml resisthiss power—the Srst pattings on of Uhe whoels srmor of God.
A whole world of Bostile husts were to bo eabdoed—tha gewmt batllefeld wae here, in
prospest marked ont—tha fes wind feable soldiers of the new feinh wers 1o be equipnod
for the tryicg eonfliet. Mighty fudand wern the opporing forses, sud to eviry haman
uppeareinee, overwhelmicg the odds agaisst tham, Bt they continzed In peagar and
sul'.pllnm'. i, & o mezvel that dismay st nos upan one apyelolie touutennszee—no foer
ueked 12 the haarls of thoss bold mes from laZe of Gemnawest,  They stosd ugan tha
sublime threshold of prophetle fulfllments and realized the waeds of e vision, * Kot
by Lbe world's might, or by buman power, but by ny Spirit, saith (ha Lard,” They
Badl beard & voice which oshers had nos eard ; they had seec o band whish athecs tad
eot ween, and bad felt the elemensa of & hldden power which othess had st %l Bald-
15, ther, in che fmee of appesition and moskery, thuy sommeneed the sppileeiion of this
rew alamant, and aa Petee, fle] w'th the Holy Ghest, stoad wp nod presched Cheistand
Him ercaified, telomph crowand Lhs divize experiment, wod §n » single day, thesa thoo-
sund were prickad Lo the heurt, sonverbed, boptized and cdded to the Leed. This, give
s ministees of plong, praying. esruet Yearts, goed men, £201 of fhish and tha Huly
Gheat, and sur eose is by, our Lets are solarged, our aked are stresgthensd—for,
baving & spiriiael ministey we rosseas the sarlpuiral and uzdochiad Blensot of Religious
Powar, which, defriog every antegonlsm, whether moong men o0 dueils, will ensare the
triumphans sdenoeement of she glerdogs Churh of the living God, a8 sha mepgles forth
fubr 23 the moon, elesr e tie ven sad terriblo os an srmy with bancess,

Graze, Merey end Prasa,

I LEW[4 5 :
Hacraxerro, Eeplembar 3, 1530 i SEESR

[Continued from page 3]
aged twenty-seven years. In October, 1846, Mr. Shuck married Miss Eliza G. Sexton, a teacher in the Judson Female Ingtitute at
Marion, Alabama. This wife died five yearslater in China. In June, 1854, he married histhird wife, Miss Annie Trotti, of Charleston,
South Carolina, who survived him. By his first marriage Mr. Shuck had five children, including an infant who did not live. One of
four survivors was Reverend Lewis Hall Shuck, a Baptist minister and educator. He was born in Singapore while his parents were on
their way to China and was educated at Wake Forest College and the University of Virginia. He was for a while President of the
Albemarle Female Ingtitute, Charlottesville, Virginia. Held pastorates in Virginia and South Carolina; succeeded his father as pastor
of Steel Creek and Blackville Churches. Buried beside his father. Other survivors were Ryland Keeling Shuck, Oscar Devan Shuck
and Miss Henrietta Layton Shuck (Miss Nettie), a schoolteacher. There was at least one more child by the last marriage, Carrie Trotti
Shuck, who died in childhood. Her death is said to have hastened the death of her father. Mr. Shuck died August 20, 1863, at his
home near Barnwell Court House, South Carolina. Buried at Barnwell Court House.”

Faces on the Wall by Woodford B. Hackley
Published by the Virginia Baptist Historical Society - 1955

The History of Landmark Baptists of California Volume 1 - The Nineteenth Century - Where We Came From Pages 77 & 78
Published by the History & Archives Committee of The Cooperative Association of Missionary Baptist Churches of California
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BAPTISTSIN SESSION AT SANTA CLARA
THE ALTA CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO—WEDNESDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 12, 1864.

BAPTISTSIN SESSION AT SANTA CLARA
[From an Occasional Correspondent of the Alta California)
SANTA CLARA, October 11, 1864.

Third Day.

EDITORSALTA: Immediately upon the opening of business, the remainder of letters were read, and the fol-
lowing list of delegates declared entitled to seats:

First Church, San Francisco- Rev. D. B. Cheney, D.D.; B. S. McLafferty; G. P. Ludlow, Geo. E. Davisand
A. R. Medbury, Licentiate Deacons:. J. S. Geddes, D. N. Breed, Isaac Lankershim, and Messrs. S. Carey,
George W. Dam, B. H. Dwyer, S. H. Conant, John E. Hall, Geo. L. Plympton, J. B. Montrose.

Second Church, San Francisco- Rev. H. A. Sawtelle, J. A. Wirtle, Licentiate Dea.; S. A. Bemis, Messrs. Pe-
ter Craig, J. C. Spencer, Wm. Nell, J. M. Olmsted, Charles Kate, S. Benson, R. Hamilton.

San Jose- Rev. J. Henry Giles, Licentiate, D. E. Gish, Deas., T. Hamilton, and Messrs. E. T. Barber, Thos.
Way, H. Van Meter, Isaac Phillips, Eli Furman.

Santa Clara- Rev. A. Jones, Messrs. J. Allen, A. Madan, S. G. Antes, D. C. Abbott, G. Robinson, J. Monhol-
land.

Sacramento- Revs. F. Charlton, O. C. Wheeler and O. W. Briggs; Deacons W. R. Strong, C. B. Cooley, and
Messrs. R. Woods and Wm. R. Gallup.

Stockton- Rev. C. R. Hendrickson, D.D.; Deacons B.W. Owens and E. R. Stockwell; Messrs. D. K. Wood-
bridge, T. Barnes, H. Gamble, C.F. Spenser, P. Ward.

Cdaveras- Rev. J. S. Buckner, R.C. Smith, C. Cobb, R. Riggs, R. S. Thompson, A. V. Baker, J. Kearing.

Bethel- Revs. H.M. Henderson and O. Crittenden; Messrs. H. W. Dixon and W. N. Bub.

Brooklyn- Revs. J. Francis and J.B. Saxton

Nevada- J.R. Rummery and Thomas Casey.

Oakland- A. L. Baker (Licentiate), J. Francis.

Alamo- Rev. W. Isaac; Deacons J. P. Chrisman, A.W. Wall and R. P. White.

San Juan- Rev. W. Isaac and Messrs. G.F. Pennebecker and John Rupe.

Lincoln- M. A. Lee, A.M. Jones.

Ebenezer- Rev. J.G. Heuff [J.T. Huff], Deacon J. Kennedy, Messrs. Joseph Kennedy, Jasper Bell, John
Butterfield, Jas. Suman, and H. J. Jackson.

Sonora- J.W. Purdy, (Licentiate) Deacon Edward Loomis, Messrs. Rufus Keeler, B. A. Smith, O.S. True.

Mount Olivet- Rev. T.E. Randolph and Deacons Dangerfield and Carter.

French Camp- E.B. Taft (Licentiate) J. Morrison.

Santa Cruz - J. A. White (Licentiate).

Third Church, San Francisco- J.M. Flowers.

The Committee on Circular Letter reported, recommending that the letter be read by the author, which was
done and the letter read, adopted, and ordered printed.

Rev. A. Jones stated the outline of aplan for a Ministers' Institute; whereupon the subject was made the spe-
cial order at the close of the regular business.

The Standing Committee on Sabbath Schools made their report, which was adopted.

A Committee on Resolutions was appointed, consisting of the Committee on the State of the Country and
Mesrs. O. C. Wheeler and A. L. Baker.

At 11 o'clock A.M., Rev. Dr. Hendrickson preached the annual Educational Sermon; after which the Asso-
ciation took arecesstill 21/2 o'clock.

BAPTISTSIN SESSION AT SANTA CLARA - Continued on page 6
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THE ALTA CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO—

BAPTISTSIN SESSION AT SANTA CLARA - Continued from page 5

AFTERNOON SESSION.
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Taft.

The Standing Committee on Education made its report, which was adopted.
The Committee on Order of Business made a further report as follows:
This afternoon to be devoted to reports of Committees and general business; the evening to addresses

by O.C. Wheeler, Secretary of the Sanitary Commission, and Rev. O.W. Briggs, Secretary of the
Freedmen's Association. That the sessions of to-morrow be devoted to the transaction of general busi-

ness. Adopted.

The Board of Trustees of the "Evangel" reported, and the report was adopted. In accordance with the
report the following were elected a Board of Trustees for the "Evangel” for the ensuing year. D.B. Che-

ney, F. Charlton, J. Lankershim, S. Benson, G.W. Dam.
The Committee on Missions reported in part, upon which it was resolved that there be $300 appropri-

ated to Rev. Hiram Hamilton, of Idaho.

The Committee on Correspondence reported recommending that del egates be appointed, and a frater-

nal letter sent to the Pacific Association. Adopted.

The Chairman announced the following Standing Committees:

Education- A. Jones, F. Charlton, B. S. McLafferty, G.W. Dam, E. T. Barber.
Sabbath Schools- A.S. Baker, J. Francis, J.T. Huff, A. Madan, J. Rummery.
Religious Publications- J.H. Giles, A. B. Clark, E.B. Taft, W. Isaac, J. Lankershim.
Sabbath Observance- J. P. Ludlow, S. Hilton, B.W. Owens, W.R. Strong, S.A. Bemis.

Adjourned to seven P.M.

In the evening, O.C. Wheedler, Secretary of the Sanitary Commission, addressed the audience on be-

half of the interests of the Commission.

AsPublishedin THE ALTA CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO

WEDNESDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 12, 1864.

Henry A Sawtelle, Moderator
Of the 864 Session of the
San Francisco Baptist Association
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1864 San Francisco Baptist Association
Circular Letter—BY Frederick Charlton

This is the Circular Letter referred to in the Article “Baptists In Session At Santa Clara”
In The Alta California, San Francisco—October 12, 1864.

To the Ministers of the Churches of the San Francisco Baptist Association:

DEAR BRETHREN--In fulfilling the duty of my appointment to write "The Circular Letter,"
| name as my subject, THE NEGLECTED TRUTH.

All Chrigtian truth in a world of sin is neglected--thoroughly neglected by the wicked, and
too lightly esteemed by the good. But one truth, more than al others, seems entitled to this ap-
pellation, neglected; for noneis so reviled, excluded, ignored. That truth is, Future Retribution,
or the Final Punishment of the Wicked.

1st. The Forms of this Neglect.-- That the wicked neglect it, is as certain as they deny it, or
carelessly risk its doom. But | am to dwell upon the neglect of this truth in the circle of pro-
fessed friends of Chridt. It is personally neglected, occupying too small a place in the believers
meditation, shedding light as it does, on the evil of sin and the riches of pardon, and rendering
serious and watchful the Christian life. Parents to seldom bring it upon the minds of their chil-
dren, and thus impress this important truth at life's most favorable period, when the traces of all
truth are made lasting. The Sabbath school teacher to the scholar; friend to friend in social life, neglect it. And O that |
could say, the minister of the gospel never neglects it, but | cannot. The closet, the home, and the wayside, the school
and the pul pit, together witness a neglect in the due use of the truth of Future Retribution.

It is not charged that the hopefully good deny it, seriously doubt it, or fail in some good measure to fedl it'simportant;
but that it has not its place in the attention of professors of religion that it has in the Bible; and that this neglect is not
dight--this crowding out of this truth not unimportant--but radical, alarming, ruinous. The character of many modern
conversions illustrate this neglect, showing as they do that the law has not done its work, as a schoolmaster, in bringing
them to Christ.

Fiddlity to this doctrine, requires high moral courage; but aas! the friends of the Savior have it in too low a degree.
The quarrel of the world with Christianity is, at this point, against this doctrine of Future Retribution. To fly in the face
of these prejudices, and to be faithful in the presentation of this subject, ever so unwelcome, is a most difficult and ne-
glected duty. Men love happiness, and listen with patients and pleasure to discourse on mercy and heaven. Such dis-
course is easy; but no task is so hard, in consequence of the sinners hostility, asfitly to warn him and reprove hissin.

The phases of church life illustrate this neglect. Crowds visit the Sanctuary as they do the theater--not to light a dark
mind, heal corrupt heart, and find a precious Savior--but for observation, amusement, and recreation; aas, they are too
seldom disappointed! They live and die, and hear no dlarm in their pathway to hell, until they wake up from the dream
of lifeto the Judgment of Almighty God! Where shall we hear the most interesting sermon, is the question. But interest-
ing does not necessarily include, faithful or serving. The interest of the sermon consists in the ingenuity of its structure,
the variety of its learning, the measure of its talent, the grade of its fancy, and in that it be unique, perspicuous, brief;
while in the light of true gospel preaching it may be a mockery and a sin; and you turn from the sanctuary to exclaim;
"Surely, the FEAR of the God is not in this place!"

Christianity has many incidental aims, besides its grand object of saving men from sin and woe. By it, knowledge isto
be promoted, oppression removed, and pride and superstition dethroned. By it, domestic life is to be strengthened and
purified, the afflicted comforted, and good-will to al men promoted. By it, good laws are to be made and strengthened,
integrity is to be given to trade, and honesty to policy. By it, Art is to be made chaste, Science modest, and Literature
moral. By it, is to be procured human freedom, national patriotism, and universal philanthropy. But these blessings are
only incidental, yet we idolize them. They constitute the great and all-absorbing objects of Christian life. The Sunday
school, the church, the socia circle, are all made aim at the attainment of these, and thus become grand schools of ex-
perts and professors; not hospitals, as they should be, where the Great Physician probes the sore of sin, and poursin the
balm of life.

Chrigtian seem all-unmindful of the peril of sinners as expressed in the experience of Cecil, who said, "Hell is before
me, and thousands of souls shut up in everlasting burnings, | asked no other motive."

Continued on page 8



1864 San Francisco Baptist Association Circular Letter
—BY Frederick Charlton

Continued from page 7

So far asthisis the neglect of the pulpit, it is not confined to its charlatans and fops, to sensualists and worldlings, like

the clerical Yorick, who could write Tristam Shandy, or Sterne, who spent a ministry of twenty years in painting, fid-
dling, and hunting; but laborious and sincere ambassadors of Christ, are prone to descend from the high and arduous
place where they are set to be a saver of life unto life or death unto death, to become the mere ministers of public recrea-
tion.

Again, thereis aspecies of substitution practiced on the New Testament revelation of wrath, which is a ruinous neglect
of the sinners danger and doom. For the terrible terms of the New Testament that flash, and blaze, and appall, they sub-
stitute their own tame, diluted talk about "a guilty conscience." For the wrath of God revealed from heaven againgt all
unrighteousness, they substitute as punishment "sin's natural consequences.” For the fearful expulsion and curse, the
companionship of devilsin hell forever, that fell from the lips of Jesus himself, they substitute the "twinge of conscience
and self reproach.” The Bible is not definite in its reference to the particulars of future woe, and perilous indeed is that
definite substitution which strips off as extravagant the appalling imagery of revelation. So powerful have these mental
usages, habits of thought and forms of expression become, that almost any departure from the truth may take place and
produce no aarm. The dissent in the error is so gradual, that the lowest depths are reached before the victims know
whether they are tending. The mind has left the hemisphere of light, and is to truth and reason lost. They become lax and
enfeebled in spirit, destitute of fervor and energy, and live in the church, sinister, heartless, frivolous. These minds have
become released from the grasp of sin and ruin, and consequently from any power to appreciate the Divine mercy. Thus
released, they become first presumptuous, then imbecile, and finally expire in the lap of formalism and sensuality. Thus
bereft of the toughness and fiber, the grasp, the W
warm blood, and thick sinews of anoble faith in man's misery, giving turpitude to sin and value to salvation, they live by
tens of thousands only to swell the numbers and extend the front of visibility are visible Chritianity.

2nd. Learning now the Forms of this Neglect, look at its Consequences. This neglect of the sinners peril hinders a be-
coming seriousness on the part of professors, and promotes a lax, careless, and pleasure-loving life. It palsies the moral
power of the church upon the world. The contagion of this latent infidelity in the church deepens the natura stupor of the
wicked and leaves the ungodly at rest in the lap of sin. It depreciates the salvation of the gospdl. It placesit's weathering
hand upon the whole circle of its essentia truths to shrink and drag them down. Man is stripped of his importance by the
practical denia of his peril and sin of its turpitude, when viewed apart from its appalling ruin. Gethsemane and Calvary
even lose their lustre in the denia or doubt of that eternal doom from which they are set as the ransom. Even their gold
becomes dim in their fine gold changed. Subjectively the Christian religion is al contained in three truths, Sn, Ruin,
Ransom. Indeed the first, the first two, sin and ruin, merge together, and sustain the relation of cause-and-effect. To work
in the mind of the sinner a sense of sin and ruin first, making ransom desirable, is the order of the gospel. To rouse the
soul to its sin and misery, isthefirst half of the gospel mission. To display its pardon and peace, the other; and this order
may not be reversed. Heaven with its entrancing glory can only woo and win those whom hell has roused to a sense of its
unutterable horror. When we see the sword of justice warning in all its terror, and the revelation of wrath displayed be-
fore us, do we not turn, if ever, to Christ for pardon and rest? Nothing moves men to seek eternal life until they are afraid
of perishing. First the avenger of blood, then the cities of refuge. First Sodom, then Zoar. First Law, then Gospel. First
Sinal, then Calvary. First, "l perish with hunger,” then "a fathers house.” First, the cry, A sinner,” then "God be merci-
ful." Look into the messages of the prophets, and you find the threatenings. The prophets of the new dispensation lived
to warn men to flee from the wrath to come, and to introduce one who should not only garner the wheat, but also burn up
the chaff with unquenchable fire. Paul's mission was one of warning; "l ceased not to warn men night and day with
tears." Jesus, the incarnation of love and pity, kept in hisword and spirit before men the peril of the sinner and the dread-
ful misery of hell. "What," saith said he, "shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?' "Fear
him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell." Hear him set forth his judgment; "they that have done good shall
come forth to the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil to the resurrection of damnation." Look at his par-
ables, whole groups of them devoted to warning, as lost sheep, lost pieces of money, a lost son. Lost worldlings are
called from barns filled with plenty--called to exchange their purple and fine linen for the winding sheet of death, and
their glittering mansions for the dark abode of hell. Who but Jesus disclosed the work of the angel reapers, and declared
that the wicked should be cast into a furnace of fire, "where there shall be weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.”
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Circular Letter—BY Frederick Charlton

There has been much fine writing on the power of the love of God, and it is al true. Aye, more' no human mind has
genius enough--no heart holy sympathy enough--to fully set forth the love of God. But it is useless to offer mercy, un-
mingled with warning, to sinners presenting a front of resolute and determined impenitence. Thisis offering a feast to a
man aready surfeited; or, alifeboat to a persons all unconscious of peril. All such are to be treated in the common char-
acter of evildoers, to whom the gospel is arevelation of wrath, "for the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who hold the truth in unrighteousness.”

3rd. How shall this Neglect of the subject of Retribution be removed?--How shall it be restored to its true place and
importance among the means of man's salvation? Not by direct effort to stimulate the terrors of the wicked; not by bold
and heated denunciations of sin, not in giving the disclosures of the sinners ruin in point of time and proportion their
place' nor yet by labored arguments to convince the understanding. Denunciation, argument, eloquence, and frequency of
appeal alone, are impotent. It has been well said, "While the walls are wringing with the sounds of alarm, the covetous
man is mentally counting his gold, the eye of the vain and prurient is darting from object to object of illicit attraction, the
envious and malign are brooding new calumnies to be propagated at the church door, the ambitious is plotting the de-
struction of hisrival, and the fraudulent and rapacious are in cogitation, stretching the net for the feet of the unwary."

He who would remedy this evil must possess mora qualities of the rarest sort. He must have unblemished faith in
God's revelation of wrath--no doubt must cloud the purity of his faith--no lurking skepticism be tenanted in him. To this
undoubting faith, must be added aloyal submission to the government of God that includesin it justice and punishment--
aloyalty that made Abraham exclaim: " Shall not the judge of all the earth do right? "l know," said another, "O Lord, that
al thy judgments are right; and Paul: "Yea, let God be true, and every man aliar." This loyalty is a conviction that the
equity and holiness of God are untarnished alike when wrath walks through the bottomless pit, and when love walks
through the mansions of glory.

In the overthrow of the Egyptians in the Red Sea, when they sunk as lead in the mighty waters, Moses and Miriam
sang: "Who is a God like unto thee, glorious in holiness? It was when the Lord said: "My determination is to assemble
the kingdoms and gather the nations, that | may pour out my indignation, even al my fierce anger upon Jerusalem? that
Zephaniah said: "Thejust Lord isin the midst thereof; He will do no iniquity.” It was while the vials of wrath were pour-
ing out, that all who stood upon the sea of glass having the harps of God, sung: "Just and true are thy ways, thou king of
saints; thou only art holy." We need not only this faith and this submission, but also the riches and benevolence and com-
passion to the sinner. Such was the compassion and pity of Paul, as he warned sinners of their danger. He who had
shaken is chains in the face of kings, displayed this benevolence and tenderness as, with trembling hand and tearful eye,
he wrote the doom of the wicked: "I have told you before, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of
the cross of Christ; whose end is destruction.” "I have continual heaviness and sorrow of heart; | could wish myself ac-
cursed from Christ for my brethren and kinsman according to the flesh." "For the space of three years | ceased not to
warn men day and night with tears. Jesus, our great Teacher, as he pronounced the woe of Jerusalem, displayed this
spirit. He beheld the city and wept over it. That woe was bathed in tears and borne on the bosom of a pitying lamenta-
tion.

May God enable us thus to rescue from neglect this solemn truth of his word.

Sacramento, October 5, 1864 F.C. [pages 18 - 20]

“Charlton, Rev. Frederick, was born in Connecticut in 1822; converted at the age of sixteen, and baptized at eighteen;
he consecrated himself to the ministry; graduated at Madison University; was pastor three years at Webster, Mass.,, five
years at Wilmington, Del., and then entered the service of theAmerican Baptist Publication Society, in which he
continued two years. In 1860 he removed to Sacramento, Cal., and was pastor of the church in that city until the time of
his death, Aug. 19, 1871. He was a man of stern principle, courteous, generous, scholarly, and eloquent. His sermons
were always thoroughly studied, and delivered without notes. His pastorates were all blessed with large revivals, and in
his pastoral work he reaped the fruit by educating the converts to active church work. The church at Sacramento was
one of the largest and most influential in California.”
Centennial History First Baptist Church—
Sacramento, CA 1850-1950
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Jim and | have come along way in our research methodology over the past 26 years of working together. We
now arrive on location with camera, laptop, flat top scanner and start working.

David J. Stiver—Special Collections Librarian (our GTU contact person) has even set us up in a special meet-
ing room.—RWC
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